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Course Requirements

Student Involvement..............c.ocoiiiiiiiiiin... 15% (15 points)

The bulk of class time each week will be devoted to discussion, deliberation and critical
analyses of prominent issues in the field of special education. Hence, you are expected to
read all assigned material prior to the class session and come prepared to participate
thoughtfully and articulately in class discussions.

Written Critiques (2).....cevveieeiieiiiiiiiiieieaeann, 20% (10 points x 2 = 20 points)
Students will find one new article for each of two critical issues. They will come to class
prepared with a written critique of that article with copies to distribute to the class. In
addition, they will provide a 10-minute summary and critical analyses of the article
according to guidelines presented in class. One major aspect of this written critique is to
provide classmates with a view of how this article relates, extends, informs, contradicts or
complements the cadre of common readings identified for that issue.

Major Paper (1).....oovvviiiiiiiii e, 35% (35 points)

A major paper—a critical review of the literature on an issue in special education selected
by the student. This written review will be due on April 24, 2002. Topics for review must
be approved by the instructors no later than January 23, 2002.

Scholarly Presentation/Moderation..................... 30% (30 points)

Each student is required to give a class presentation on a selected issue, which is
approved by the instructors. This presentation may be on the same topic as their major
paper but should focus on the pros and cons rather than a straightforward literature
review. Students should prepare a 20 — 30 minute presentation and then lead a
provocative and thoughtful 30-40 minute discussion/debate. (The audience should receive
a written overview of the presentation together with appropriate handouts including a
written list of references. You will receive two grades for this assignment: a peer
evaluation score and an instructor evaluation score. These will be combined to arrive at a
final score for this assignment. Presentations will be scheduled for the weeks of April 17
and April 24.

Field/clinical Activities or Assignments:
This course is part of Block 5 within the expeditionary theme of Reflection and
Critical Analysis. The course content in this block examines current trends and
issues within specific fields of education through action research and final internship
experiences. Teacher inquiry is an on-going skill that promotes professional growth



and integration of theory into practice. Continuous reflection on practice while critically
examining issues in the field are necessary processes in order to make informed,
responsible decisions regarding the implementation of instruction and planning for
student growth.

Field experiences will support this expeditionary theme and encompass student inquiry
and understanding related to Reflection and Critical Analysis. The expedition
experience will facilitate the student’s individual inquiry and reflection as he/she makes
connections across the course content in the block through authentic experiences. The
expedition will culminate with a product that demonstrates the student’s knowledge
and skills in regard to the essential understandings related to this theme.

Students will modify (if necessary) and implement action research project developed in the
Assessment course. This senior seminar course is linked to final internship experience (EEX,

EDE, EEC 4940).

References:

Stainback, W. & Stainback, S. (1996). Controversial issues confronting special
education: Divergent perspectives (2" ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon.



